
Upper Deverills Parish Council
9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Miss Louise Stratton Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Minutes of the meeting of the Upper Deverills Parish Council held at the village hall Kingston Deverill on Wednesday 8th July 2015 at 6.30pm.

Present: Councillors, Miss Louise Stratton, Mr Colin Hirons, Mr Richard Cousens and Mr Robin Greenwood.
In attendance: The Parish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM, 2 members of the public were present.
Public Question Time

Two parishioners addressed Council on the planning application they were compiling. They mentioned the issues they were having and the contradictions they were finding with the planning system. They informed Council that they had consulted with the immediate community surrounding the property and taken on board the comments they had received from this consultation. They wished it to be known that the Village has been supportive.  The Chairman thanked them for coming along and informing the Parish Council.
15/034 Acceptance of apologies for absence 
Resolved: none
15/035 Chairman’s announcements

Resolved: The Chairman wished it to be minuted that the Council thanked Councillor Ranald Blue for his ten years’ of service to the community. The Chairman informed Council that she would purchase a book token as a leaving gift and present it to him. This would be purchased from her Chairman’s allowance. 

The Chairman reported to Council that she had received a letter from parishioners concerned with the level of weed in the river. It stated that they felt that someone is cutting the weed further up.
The Clerk was instructed to send the electronic copy of the riparian owners leaflet to Councillors. A paragraph would be formed from the Riparian Owners obligations and the information would be published in the parish news. The Clerk was instructed to arrange for this information to be repeated yearly in the parish news.
15/036 Dispensations

Resolved: none received
15/037 Declarations of interest, members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the relevant authorities ( 
Resolved: none given
15/038 Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c 
Resolved: That any public or press present at the time of the discussions regarding the Clerks appraisal would be excluded.
15/039 To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 13th May 2015 (Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 

Resolved: that they were a true record of the decisions made. Proposed Councillor Robin Greenwood Seconded Councillor Colin Hirons
15/040 Vice Chairman

Resolved: Council witnessed Councillor Richard Cousens signing his acceptance of office as Vice Chairman.

14/041 Co – option

Resolved: Council instructed the Clerk to advertise the vacancy in the parish news and on the noticeboards during the months of August and September. The date set for applications to be returned to the Clerk would be the 1st October 2015, as the scheduled September meeting would need to be cancelled as a quorum could not be had.   
14/042 Planning – For Comment 
Resolved: noted none received.
(Please note: in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal Authority being the deciding body)

Planning Decisions

Resolved: noted the below decisions reported.
Application: 15/01565/FUL
Location: The Bell House Kingston Deverill Kingston Deverill BA12 7HE
Proposal: Demolish conservatory and erection of ground floor extensions
Decision: Approved with conditions. 
Application: 15/03784/FUL
Location: 10 Monkton Green, Monkton Deverill, Wiltshire, BA12 7ET
Proposal:  Extension to existing front porch to create additional room.
Decision: Approved with conditions.
Planning Update Discussions

Resolved: Councillor Louise Stratton confirmed that she had arranged to visit Keysley Farm on the 20th July 2015. She would be taking a copy of the planning application W/13/00804/FUL to go through the requirements the Farm needed to action to be compliant with the approved application.
Planning Policy Pre-determination 
Resolved: to adopt the policy as drafted. Proposed Councillor Louise Stratton Seconded Councillor Colin Hirons.
15/043 Parish Steward - Highways

Resolved: Councillor Richard Cousens reported to Council that the culvert up steam near the Williams Farm appears to have been cleared. The culvert on the Hindon road has been cleared out on the north side. Unfortunately when clearing this culvert they have blocked the pipe that is underneath it. The Southside has not been cleared out and action needs to be taken as the outlet pipes are now blocked. Councillor Richard Cousens has informed the relevant department.
Wiltshire Council Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme/Emergency Flood, Snow etc. Plan
Resolved: Another salt bag would be ordered and would be stored at the Stratton Farm under cover for emergency use.
Council noted the report from the Community Emergency Volunteer following her meeting with the Wiltshire Council Emergency Team. 
Council nominated Councillor Louise Stratton to be the Councils Representative who will be responsible for working with the Wiltshire Council Highways Team to develop a parish weather response plan. (This would be an extension to the Flood Plan already in place). 
Councillor Louise Stratton would arrange to meet with the Community Emergency Volunteer to take action on the plan.
15/044 BT Adopt a Kiosk

Resolved: Councillor Louise Stratton gave her feedback regarding the adoption of the BT Kiosk. It was resolved not to adopt the BT Kiosk as this would enable the telecommunication to stay in place for Community use. 
15/045 Rights of Way

Resolved: Councillor Louise Stratton reported that she had not been able to speak to the parishioners regarding the suggestion, she would continue to try to make contact with them. 
15/046 Parish Plan
Resolved: noted that items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, on the Action Plan have been or are being addressed. Item 6 was being addressed by the Good Neighbourhood Scheme with Coffee mornings being held at the George in Longbridge Deverill. Item 7 was being led by the Friends of the Deverill Churches team. Item 8 Council noted that it had assisted and supported the last two Deverill Festivals and agreed that it would be happy to support any future tourist based events brought to its attention.
It was agreed regarding Item 9 that Councillor Robin Greenwood would consult with the Editor of the Parish News and the Deverills PCC on the thoughts had regarding assisting economic growth of local companies.
Item 10 the Council had no powers to take action but would monitor issues with education within the parish ongoing.

Item 11 to improve communications, it was agreed that a brief from the minutes would be productive. The Clerk was instructed to contact the Editor of the Parish News to ascertain the space possibly available for this within the publication. The Clerk would bring the reply back to the October meeting for discussion.
15/047 Submit VAT Claim, 
Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned a check on the unclaimed VAT to date and had made a claim for £153.60 to HMRC.
15/048 Internet Banking
Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned the Bank Mandate. Unity Trust have confirmed to the Clerk that they have received the mandate and that they are processing the application. 

15/049 Approval and signing of the Parish Accounts Internal Audit Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 2 
Resolved: Approved the accounts reported by the Clerk.  Account number 65213764 had a balance of £9,534.68.
15/050 External Audit

Resolved: noted that the External Audit had been received and that there were no comments. The Clerk would now upload the audit and relevant documentation onto the website to comply with the new Openness and Transparency Act. Council noted that there was no fee for the external Audit as the Council was under the £10,000 limit.
15/051 Review Close Down of Accounts for the Year.
Resolved: no changes or actions were highlighted to the Clerk to take on next year’s audit. Council discussed the recommendation to set the payment date as the 12th of the month for the Clerks wages, this was approved. The Clerk was instructed to make the adjustment to start from the 12th August 2015.

15/052 Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2015/2016

Resolved: the reappointment of the Company Auditing Solutions as the Internal Auditor for 2015/2016 audit was approved. Council confirmed the appointment of Councillor Richard Cousens to review the parish accounts quarterly.
15/053 Budget Report

Resolved: Reviewed the 2015/2016 Budget to date. The Clerk reported that she had managed to secure the agreement with another Clerk to share a room for the Society of Local Council Clerks National Conference which reduced the cost from £395.00 to £295.00. Council noted that this cost would be shared three ways giving a final cost for the two day conference of £98.33. Council approved the cost of £98.33.  
15/054 Payments`

Resolved: reviewed and approved the items of expenditure listed below and noted the receipt of income: LGA 1972 s150 (5)
Wages June /July LGA 1972 s111 400456




  £396.00

Wages 12th August LGA 1972 s111 400457




  £247.50
Travelling LGA 1972 s111 
400458





  £  16.20
Postage Reimbursement LGA 1972 s111 400459



  £  13.64 

Heat & Light etc. LGA 1972 s111
400460

 `


  £  16.26

Community First Membership LGA 1972 s111 400461



  £  36.00

Contribution to SLCC Regional Conference LGA 1972 s111
400462
  £  23.00
Deverills & Crockerton Parish News General Power of Competence 400463 £250.00

Receipts
Interest 









  £   1.65
15/055 Clerk’s Report
Annual Newsletter

Resolved: new photographs were taken of the Council as a group. The Clerk was instructed to use the new photograph and add the names of the Councillors underneath in the newsletter.
The Pensions Regulator 

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned the online enrolment of the Parish Council and had added the Clerk as the nominated contact. The Clerk would bring the update communications to Council as and when they are received.
15/056 Clerks Appraisal. 
Resolved: the Staffing Committee asked for this item to be moved to the next meeting in October as no action had been taken by the committee on this item, The Vice Chairman informed Council that he would liaise with Ranald Blue The Clerk did inform the staffing group, that she had sent the process details they needed to take with her appraisal, with the documentation sent out on the 23rd June 2015.
15/057 Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

Passenger Transport Review

Resolved: noted the meeting dates and agreed that Councillors would contact the Clerk to book place if they were able to attend.
15/058 Correspondence received
Parish News

Resolved: The Parish News grant application was discussed. The application was for £250.00, £212.00 had been budgeted for. It was agreed to award the grant for £250.00 to the Parish News. The extra £38.00 would be used from the £50.22 bottom line balance from the Budget which had been allocated to the Office stationary budget. 
Dufosee Barn Correspondence

Resolved: noted the report given during the public session.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

Resolved: noted the communication from Sally Canter the Head of Operations, Delivery, Economic Development and Planning at Wiltshire Council, updating Council on the proposals for the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) that were adopted by Full Council on 12 May 2015 with the implementation date being the 18 May 2015.  
Parish Election Costs
Resolved: Council noted the correspondence from John Watling Deputy Returning Officer and Head of Electoral Services at Wiltshire Council. Council considered the addition cost of £1800.00 to be incurred if an election was called The Clerk was instructed to build this in to the next precept budget.
Other Correspondence:

Resolved: noted the correspondence: Wiltshire Council Newsletters, Wiltshire Association of Local Councils Newsletter, Salisbury Plain Training Area Newsletter, Clerks & Councils Direct and Taylor Fordyce Solicitors Posters

All other email correspondence received by the Clerk had been emailed or posted to Councillors. A list can be requested from the Clerk, if required.
15/059 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101 
Resolved: none used 
15/060 Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting. 
Resolved: Council declined to take the advice of the Clerk. Nothing further was added.  
15/061 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards 

Resolved: Co-option Vacancy and the advertisement of the Riparian Manual regarding the cutting of river weed,
15/062 Date of the next meeting 

Resolved: to note that Wednesday 7th October 2015 meeting would be the date of the next meeting. All will be welcome
The meeting finished at 8.10pm.
Members of the Council considered the foregoing matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder; health and Safety, and Human Right

